if Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s Medicaid expansion bid fails, the big
ance companies will still be the winners in the debate. AP
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will expand Medicaid eligibility
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KITE FLYING, ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES HIGHLIGHT DAY
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HARLOTTESVILLE — Mas-

open online courses, or
OCs, could be the wave of
future for colleges and uniities, but the University of
inia is approaching the
d with caution.
.Va. is one of about 100 uniities worldwide offering
ne courses — offered to an
mited number of students
where in the world —
ugh
MOOC
company
rsera. For now, most of
e classes are not for college
dit, but some institutions are
erimenting with MOOCs
could count toward a dee.
eorgia Tech has taken it a
further, offering an entire
ree program using the platm. Partnering with AT&T
MOOC provider Udacity,
university is offering a masdegree in computer scie. The tuition is expected to
ess than $7,000, according to
city.
on’t expect to see that at
a. anytime soon, said
kesman
McGregor
Cance. The administration
ncerned about the possibilof cheating and fraud, he
.
It’s no secret that cheating
n issue online, and it’s diffito develop ways to actually
w who might be taking an
ne exam — especially when
courses are attracting thouds upon thousands of stus,” McCance said.
heating is just one of the isfacing universities and
viders hoping to begin offerMOOCs for credit. Advos laud the courses as a lowalternative allowing people
m around the world to learn
m top-tier professors.
ut many faculty and
See ONLINE, Page A6

’s no secret that
eating is an issue
line, and it’s
ficult to develop
ys to actually
ow who might be
king an online
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Peter Aaslestad of Staunton wrestles with a kite as he helps daughter Claire Aaslestad, 10, get it into air Sunday at "Kites and
Critters" along Bells Lane in Staunton. MIKE TRIPP/THE NEWS LEADER

Spirits soar
on Bells Lane

Moore Farm hosts
‘Kites and Critters Day’
By Laura Peters
lpeters@newsleader.com

K

STAUNTON
ites decorate the sky as the
laughter of children fills the
air.
On the outskirts of Staunton, on Bells Lane, hundreds
of visitors came out for "Kites and Critters Day” on Moore Farm. Organized
by the Valley Conservation Council,
the farm was opened
up to the public to
show its conserva- ON THE
tion efforts and give WEB
residents a peak in- Visit
side the life of the newsleader
farm.
.com for a
Divided up into photo gallery
eight
stations and video.
around the farm, visitors were able to observe quail habitat, tree plantings, trout releases and
more.
Children were invited to release fingerling Eastern Brook trout into
Poague Run through the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries.
“We try to encourage people to try
and understand their local environment,” conservation council member
See KITES, Page A2
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Kites fly high over a field along Bells Lane during "Kites and Critters" in Staunton on
Sunday. MIKE TRIPP/THE NEWS LEADER

Jeff May of Staunton works to get an oversized fish kite back into the air after the
wind calmed during "Kites and Critters" on Sunday. MIKE TRIPP/THE NEWS LEADER
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Kites
Continued from Page A1

Sarah Hollberg said.
“Whether you live in the
urban area, you can come
and enjoy your local watershed and see a local
farm.”
Riparian buffers also
surrounded the streams
along the farm. The buffers make forested stream
banks in order to improve
water quality. The forested stream banks keep cattle out from polluting the
water, which in turn has
made the water and the
surrounding
environment a better habitat.
“We also thought
they’d be interested,”
said Hollberg, who added
this is the first time the
council has done an event
like Sunday’s. “People
really react to the agriculture and lot of people

Medicaid
Continued from Page A1

managed care because
both sides are calling for
us,” said Doug Gray, executive director of the Virginia Association of
Health Plans.
Of the $2.6 billion paid
spent on managed care
last year, about 40 percent
went to the subsidiaries
of major insurers Wellpoint and Aetna.
Anthem is the largest
managed care organization in the state and was
paid nearly $900 million
in Medicaid premiums
last year. It’s owned by
Wellpoint, the secondlargest health insurer in
the country. Aetna, the
third-largesthealthinsurance company in country,
owns
CoventryCares,
which was paid $146 million in premiums in 2013.

recreate on Bells Lane. So
now they can come inside
the gate and see the
stream.”
Hollberg said adding
the buffers has positively
affected the rest of the
farm, allowing other species, such as the Northern
Bobwhite quail, to thrive.
On the farm, native
warm-season
grasses
have been reestablished
in order for birds, like the
quail, to nest in and have
cover.
“It’s a great place for
conservation,” Hollberg
said.
Placing buffers along
the stream banks has allowed for improved habitat for creatures, such as
water insects, fish and
butterflies.
Host Carolyn Moore
Ford is a third generation
farmer and her brother
operates the cow/calf operation full time. Visitors
kept coming up to thank

Virginia’s
Medicaid
system operates under
two systems. In the socalled “fee for service”
system, health care providers are reimbursed by
the state for the costs of
care provided to Medicaid enrollees. The aged,
blind and disabled are
typically cared for in this
system, which accounts
for about two thirds of all
Medicaid spending.
Under managed care,
insurance companies are
paid a flat fee to help administer care for enrollees. Healthier low-income adults and children
are typically enrolled in
the managed care system, which covers 70 percent of Medicaid enrollees but accounts for about
a third of the cost.
Hospitals,
nursing
homes, state officials and
others are typically supportive of managed care
systems because they
VISIT ZEUSTHEATERS.COM
FOR SHOWTIMES, TRAILERS AND TICKETS
MOVIE HOTLINE: (540) 416-0536
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LOTTERY

June Holm, 11, of Harrisonburg tries to get a butterfly kite
airborne during “Kites and Critters” along Bells Lane in
Staunton on Sunday. MIKE TRIPP/THE NEWS LEADER

her for opening the farm
to the public for the day.
“I think it’s important,” she said. “It’s an opportunity to see a farm in
the city and appreciated
all the positive things that
come from our farmland.”
Flying High Kite
Club’s Jeff May and his
wife, Shelby, provided a
scenic view of kites on the

ridge overlooking the
Woodrow Wilson Parkway. Sky high, the wind
was blowing at a perfect
speed to keep the kites
aloft.
“There’s a lot of information, in a fun way,” visitor Lee Godfrey said.
“I’ve never been to
Poague Run and the Lewis Creek Watershed, and
now I have.”

supposedly help lower
costs while also helping
provide more coordinated care for patients.
“We believe it’s a service that adds value,
that’s why we’re willing to
pay for it,” says Dr. William A. Hazel Jr., secretary of health and human
services.
The Medicaid expansion debate, said Hazel,
has helped speed up the
push to move more current Medicaid enrollees
into managed care.
“It made it a lot more
critical,” he said.
Both Wellpoint and
Aetna have purchased
managed care organizations as part of an effort to
capitalize on expanded

Medicaid
coverage,
which is a key part of
President Barack Obama’s health care overhaul. A Supreme Court
ruling allows states to opt
out of expanding Medicaid, a route chosen by
about half the states, including Virginia.
Jennifer Lynch, an
analyst at BMO Capital
Markets, said the impact
of Virginia’s decision on
Medicaid
expansion
would be minor for both
Wellpoint and Aetna because they are so large
and the profit margins on
managed care are modest. But from an investors’ standpoint, she added, “more coverage is
generally good.”
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PICK 3
Sunday Day: 8Saturday Night
PICK 4
Sunday Day: 5Saturday Night
CASH FIVE
Sunday Day:
10-20-22-23-26
Saturday Night
4 - 11- 17 - 28 -2
WIN FOR LIFE
Saturday: 2- 4-9
Free Ball: 38
POWERBALL
Saturday: 14-26
Powerball: 20
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