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RICHMOND—Someofthebig-
gest health insurance compa-
nies in the country are poised to
benefit fromthedebateoverex-
panding Medicaid in Virginia,
regardless of its outcome.

If Gov. Terry McAuliffe and
the Democrat-controlled Vir-
ginia Senate prevail, the state
will expandMedicaid eligibility

toabout400,000 low-incomeres-
idents. The money to insure
them— hundreds of millions of
dollars a year — will be paid by
the federal government to pri-
vate insurance companies. Un-
derstandably, those insurers
strongly favor this option.

But even if expansion efforts
failasmostRepublicanlawmak-
ers want, private insurance
companies will still benefit.
That’s because the debate over

expansion has helped acceler-
ate efforts at reforming the
state’s current $8 billion a year
Medicaid program.

And reforming Medicaid in
large part means putting as
many current Medicaid enroll-
ees into private insurance plans
— called managed care organi-
zations— as possible.

“It’s the best of times for
Even if Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s Medicaid expansion bid fails, the big
insurance companies will still be the winners in the debate. AP

HEALTH

Medicaid debate
good for insurers
By Alan Suderman
Associated Press

SeeMEDICAID, Page A2

CHARLOTTESVILLE — Mas-
sive open online courses, or
MOOCs, could be the wave of
the future for colleges and uni-
versities, but the University of
Virginia is approaching the
trend with caution.

U.Va. is one of about 100 uni-
versities worldwide offering
online courses — offered to an
unlimited number of students
anywhere in the world —
through MOOC company
Coursera. For now, most of
these classes are not for college
credit, but some institutions are
experimenting with MOOCs
that could count toward a de-
gree.

Georgia Tech has taken it a
step further, offering an entire
degree program using the plat-
form. Partnering with AT&T
and MOOC provider Udacity,
theuniversity is offeringamas-
ter’s degree in computer sci-
ence. The tuition is expected to
be less than$7,000, according to
Udacity.

Don’t expect to see that at
U.Va. anytime soon, said
spokesman McGregor
McCance. The administration
is concerned about the possibil-
ity of cheating and fraud, he
said.

“It’s no secret that cheating
is an issue online, and it’s diffi-
cult to develop ways to actually
know who might be taking an
online exam— especially when
the courses are attracting thou-
sands upon thousands of stu-
dents,” McCance said.

Cheating is just one of the is-
sues facing universities and
providershoping tobeginoffer-
ing MOOCs for credit. Advo-
cates laud the courses as a low-
cost alternativeallowingpeople
from around the world to learn
from top-tier professors.

But many faculty and

EDUCATION

U.Va.
cautious
on online
courses
Cheating, fraud part
of MOOC concerns
By Derek Quizon
The Daily Progress

“It’s no secret that
cheating is an issue
online, and it’s
difficult to develop
ways to actually
know who might be
taking an online
exam.”
MCGREGORMCCANCE

See ONLINE, Page A6

STAUNTON

Kites decorate the sky as the
laughter of children fills the
air.

On the outskirts of Staun-
ton, on Bells Lane, hundreds

ofvisitorscameoutfor "KitesandCrit-
ters Day” on Moore Farm. Organized
by the Valley Conservation Council,
the farmwasopened
up to the public to
show its conserva-
tion efforts and give
residents a peak in-
side the life of the
farm.

Divided up into
eight stations
aroundthefarm,vis-
itors were able to observe quail habi-
tat, tree plantings, trout releases and
more.

Childrenwereinvitedtoreleasefin-
gerling Eastern Brook trout into
Poague Run through the Virginia De-
partment of Game and Inland Fisher-
ies.

“We try to encourage people to try
and understand their local environ-
ment,” conservation council member

KITE FLYING, ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES HIGHLIGHTDAY

Peter Aaslestad of Staunton wrestles with a kite as he helps daughter Claire Aaslestad, 10, get it into air Sunday at "Kites and
Critters" along Bells Lane in Staunton.MIKE TRIPP/THE NEWS LEADER

Spirits soar
on Bells Lane
By Laura Peters
lpeters@newsleader.com

Kites fly high over a field along Bells Lane during "Kites and Critters" in Staunton on
Sunday.MIKE TRIPP/THE NEWS LEADER

Jeff May of Staunton works to get an oversized fish kite back into the air after the
wind calmed during "Kites and Critters" on Sunday.MIKE TRIPP/THE NEWS LEADERSee KITES, Page A2

ON THE
WEB
Visit
newsleader
.com for a
photo gallery
and video.

Moore Farm hosts
‘Kites and Critters Day’
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The News Leader (ISSN 1946-8938, USPS
0520-760) is published every morning by
The Leader Publishing Co., 11 N. Central
Ave., Staunton, VA 24401.

Periodic postage paid at Staunton, VA.
POSTMASTER: Send changes of address
to The News Leader, 11 N. Central Avenue,
Staunton, VA 24401. Member of The As-
sociated Press, The Newspaper Association
of America and Virginia Press Association.
Leader Publishing Co. is part of Gannett
Co., Inc., of McLean, Va.We help fund local
charitable efforts through the Gannett Foun-
dation. More information is available through
Gannett and Gannett Foundation links at the
bottom of www.newsleader.com. Additional
local foundation information is available from
Susan Armstrong, (540) 213-9105

CONTACTING US
Main Number: .............. (540) 885-7281
Toll-free: ........................ (800) 793-2459
Circulation: ................... (877) 424-0032
11 N. Central Ave., Staunton, VA, 24401

WHO’S IN CHARGE?
If you have a question or concern about
the newspaper, please contact one of
these operating committee members.
» Roger Watson, president and publisher,
is the top executive of Leader Publishing
and responsible for all departments.
213-9107 .....rwatson@newsleader.com

» Susan Armstrong, customer support
manager, responsible for the customer
support department at the News Leader.
The department processes classi!ed
advertising, obits, news submissions and
circulation issues. Susan also serves as
the human resources contact for the News
Leader as well as the Publisher’s assistant.
213-9105 ...sarmstrong@newsleader.com

» Tricia Bryant, advertising manager,
can handle any advertising questions or
concerns.
213-9199 ......... tbryant@newsleader.com

» David Fritz, executive editor, is re-
sponsible for the Local Information Center
and all news content for our products,
including newsleader.com.
213-9116 ............dfritz@newsleader.com

» Kathy Myers, circulation manager, is
responsible for newspaper sales, including
subscriptions and deliveries.
213-9140 ......... kmyers@newsleader.com

CUSTOMER SERVICE
Our trained, local customer service
specialists handle most requests across all
departments, whether they pertain to your
subscription, your classified ad, an obituary
or your community news item. If they can’t
help you, they can put you in contact with
someone who can. The department is open 8
a.m. until 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.
» Phone (540) 885-7281
» Email customerservice@newsleader.com

INFORMATION CENTER
We tell our community’s story every day
by reporting on events and issues big and
small.We appreciate your story tips and
news submissions so we may be as com-
plete as possible. Share what’s happening
in your life and your neighborhood. General
requests or submissions should be directed
to our customer service center at (540)
885-7281. Send news to getpublished@
newsleader.com.

CONTACTS
» William Ramsey, local editor, is
responsible for local staff-generated
news stories. He assigns reporters and
photographers.
213-9182 ..........wramsey@newsleader.com

» Deona Houff, community conversa-
tions editor, is responsible for our opinions
page and community interaction features.
213-9123 ............dhouff@newsleader.com

» Michael Neary, covers human service
issues, including state hospitals and
health care.
213-9122 ............mneary@newsleader.com

» Laura Peters, covers business,
agriculture and communities.
213-9125 .......... lpeters@newsleader.com

» Calvin Trice, covers government.
213-9129 ............ctrice@newsleader.com

» Megan Williams, covers education
and health.
213-9126 ....mwilliams@newsleader.com

» Brad Zinn, covers public safety,
justice, roads, rails and air.
213-9186 ............bzinn@newsleader.com

» Jennie Coughlin, online editor, is
responsible for databases, public records,
local content editing and Web content.
213-9121 ..... jcoughlin@newsleader.com

» Hubert F. Grim III, sports editor,
is responsible for sports and recreation
coverage. He is also the contact to reach
our part-time sports reporters.
213-9131 ........hgrimiii@newsleader.com

» Cory Mull, sports reporter. Beat
includes participant sports and outdoor
recreation.
213-9124 ........cmull@newsleader.com

ETHICS, SUBMISSIONS
» Our ethics policy can be found at www.
newsleader.com/ethics.
» All submissions for all sections, includ-
ing letters, photos and articles, may be
published, stored or distributed in print,
electronic or other forms in perpetuity. By
submitting, you agree to these terms.

CIRCULATION
DEPARTMENT
Home-delivery subscribers should receive
the News Leader by 6:30 a.m. weekdays
and 7 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. If you do
not receive your paper, call The News Leader
circulation department at (877) 424-0032.
Account credits will be issued for missed
daily newspapers. Calls before 9:30 a.m.
Sunday will result in redelivery.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE)

HOME DELIVERY
Digital access only
(excludes print delivery):
$8.00 per month with EZ Pay*

Digital access including Mon-Sun
print edition delivery:
$24.00 per month

Digital access including Thurs-Sun
print edition delivery:
$20.00 per month

Digital access including Saturday &
Sunday print edition delivery:
$20.00 per month

Digital access including Sunday
print edition delivery:
$17.00 per month

*EZ Pay is a convenient method for
automatically paying your subscription. To
start or switch a subscription payment to
EZ Pay, call 1-877-424-0032 or go to www.
newsleader.com/ez. Terms and conditions
apply.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
If you wish to place a classified advertise-
ment, call our customer service department
at (540) 213-0622. Classified hours are
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday -Friday.

©2013 The News Leader,
Leader Publishing Co.
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LOTTERY
PICK 3
Sunday Day: 8-3- 2
Saturday Night: 7-1-4
PICK 4
Sunday Day: 5-6-8-3
Saturday Night: 5-9-7-9
CASH FIVE
Sunday Day:
10-20-22-23-26
Saturday Night:
4 - 11- 17 - 28 -29
WIN FOR LIFE
Saturday: 2- 4-9-12-22-25
Free Ball: 38
POWERBALL
Saturday: 14-26-45-54-55
Powerball: 20

The News Leader
strives to be accurate
in its news columns.
If you believe we
havemadeanerrorof
fact, please call Exec-
utive Editor David
Fritz at 213-9116 or
(800) 793-2459 ext.
116. Corrections will
appear on this page.

In the article
“County cuts 7 teach-
erslots”onPageA1of
the April 12 edition of
The News Leader, it
should have said Cas-
sell Elementary
School has 273 stu-
dents who qualify for
free and reduced
lunches.

GETTING IT
RIGHT

Check Our Website
www.dutchway.com

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION AVAILABLE

Stuarts Draft
540-337-4265

Mt. Crawford
540-564-1322

NV-0000163393

Get your deck
remodeled or

replaced with great
PVC Decking from

Dutch Way!

VISIT ZEUSTHEATERS.COMZEUSTHEATERS.COM
FOR SHOWTIMES, TRAILERS AND TICKETS

MOVIE HOTLINE: (540) 416-0536

Located off Lew DeWitt Blvd. | Waynesboro

Draft Day PG-13 NEW! ................................ (1:20), (4:20), 7:20, 9:45
Oculus R NEW! ......................................... (1:30), (4:30), 7:30, 9:55
Rio 2 3D G NEW! ........................................................ (1:25), 7:25
Rio 2 G NEW! .............................................................(4:25), 9:35
Captain America: The Winter Soldier PG-13
............................................................... (1:00), (4:00), 7:00, 9:50
Captain America: The Winter Soldier 3D PG-13!
............................................................... (1:10), (4:10), 7:10, 10:05
Noah PG-13 .............................................(1:20), (4:20), 7:20, 10:05
Divergent PG-13 ....................................... (1:15), (4:15), 7:15, 10:00
God’s Not Dead PG ................................... (1:00), (4:00), 7:00, 9:45

FRI 4/11/2014 –TUES 4/15/2014FRI 4/11/2014 –TUES 4/15/2014

NV-0000164946

COFFEE with the
CANDIDATES

The News Leader will host a
Co!ee with the Candidates event
5-7 P.M. MONDAY, APRIL 21

at Co!ee on the Corner,
140 East Beverley Street, Staunton.

This is a member event o!ered for
News Leader print and digital subscribers.

Seven of the eight candidates for three
Staunton City Council seats are expected

to attend the informal reception session. No
speeches or panel discussions. Just a chance
to get to know the prospective candidates
and discuss our community and its issues.

We’re buying the co!ee or soft drinks
and also will be giving a sneak peek of our

new relaunched website and apps.
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6 E. Beverley St,
Downtown Staunton

Mon-Sat 10-5
(540) 885-0653

www.crownltd.net

We’ll
tighten

your
security

Come in for a free inspection
and cleaning. We’ll make

sure your diamond is safe.
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Sarah Hollberg said.
“Whether you live in the
urban area, you can come
and enjoy your local wa-
tershed and see a local
farm.”

Riparian buffers also
surrounded the streams
along the farm. The buff-
ersmakeforestedstream
banks inorderto improve
water quality. The forest-
edstreambankskeepcat-
tle out from polluting the
water, which in turn has
made the water and the
surrounding environ-
ment a better habitat.

“We also thought
they’d be interested,”
saidHollberg,who added
this is the first time the
council has done an event
like Sunday’s. “People
really react to the agri-
culture and lot of people

recreateonBellsLane.So
now they can come inside
the gate and see the
stream.”

Hollberg said adding
thebuffershaspositively
affected the rest of the
farm, allowing other spe-
cies,suchastheNorthern
Bobwhite quail, to thrive.
On the farm, native
warm-season grasses
have been reestablished
inorder forbirds, like the
quail, to nest in and have
cover.

“It’s a great place for
conservation,” Hollberg
said.

Placing buffers along
the stream banks has al-
lowed for improved habi-
tat for creatures, such as
water insects, fish and
butterflies.

Host Carolyn Moore
Ford is a third generation
farmer and her brother
operates the cow/calf op-
eration full time. Visitors
kept coming up to thank

her for opening the farm
to the public for the day.

“I think it’s impor-
tant,” she said. “It’s anop-
portunity to see a farm in
the city and appreciated
all thepositivethingsthat
come from our farm-
land.”

Flying High Kite
Club’s Jeff May and his
wife, Shelby, provided a
scenicviewofkitesonthe

ridge overlooking the
Woodrow Wilson Park-
way. Sky high, the wind
was blowing at a perfect
speed to keep the kites
aloft.

“There’s a lot of infor-
mation, in a funway,” vis-
itor Lee Godfrey said.
“I’ve never been to
Poague Run and the Lew-
is Creek Watershed, and
now I have.”

Continued from Page A1

Kites

June Holm, 11, of Harrisonburg tries to get a butterfly kite
airborne during “Kites and Critters” along Bells Lane in
Staunton on Sunday.MIKE TRIPP/THE NEWS LEADER

managed care because
both sides are calling for
us,”saidDougGray,exec-
utive director of the Vir-
ginia Association of
Health Plans.

Of the $2.6 billion paid
spent on managed care
lastyear,about40percent
went to the subsidiaries
of major insurers Well-
point and Aetna.

Anthem is the largest
managed care organiza-
tion in the state and was
paid nearly $900 million
in Medicaid premiums
last year. It’s owned by
Wellpoint, the second-
largest health insurer in
the country. Aetna, the
third-largesthealthinsur-
ance company in country,
owns CoventryCares,
which was paid $146 mil-
lion in premiums in 2013.

Virginia’s Medicaid
system operates under
two systems. In the so-
called “fee for service”
system, health care pro-
viders are reimbursed by
the state for the costs of
care provided to Medi-
caid enrollees. The aged,
blind and disabled are
typically cared for in this
system, which accounts
for about two thirds of all
Medicaid spending.

Under managed care,
insurance companies are
paid a flat fee to help ad-
minister care for enroll-
ees. Healthier low-in-
come adults and children
are typically enrolled in
the managed care sys-
tem,which covers 70 per-
cent of Medicaid enroll-
eesbutaccountsforabout
a third of the cost.

Hospitals, nursing
homes, state officials and
others are typically sup-
portive of managed care
systems because they

supposedly help lower
costs while also helping
provide more coordinat-
ed care for patients.

“We believe it’s a ser-
vice that adds value,
that’swhywe’rewillingto
pay for it,” says Dr. Wil-
liam A. Hazel Jr., secre-
tary of health and human
services.

The Medicaid expan-
sion debate, said Hazel,
has helped speed up the
push to move more cur-
rent Medicaid enrollees
intomanaged care.

“It made it a lot more
critical,” he said.

Both Wellpoint and
Aetna have purchased
managed care organiza-
tionsaspartofaneffortto
capitalize on expanded

Medicaid coverage,
which is a key part of
President Barack Oba-
ma’s health care over-
haul. A Supreme Court
ruling allows states to opt
out of expanding Medi-
caid, a route chosen by
about half the states, in-
cluding Virginia.

Jennifer Lynch, an
analyst at BMO Capital
Markets, said the impact
of Virginia’s decision on
Medicaid expansion
would be minor for both
Wellpoint and Aetna be-
cause they are so large
and the profit margins on
managed care are mod-
est. But from an inves-
tors’ standpoint, she add-
ed, “more coverage is
generally good.”

Continued from Page A1

Medicaid


