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The Senate bills are before the Senate
General Laws and Technology Committee; the House bills have been assigned
to the House Rules Committee. Neither
panel has held hearings, and a crucial

Eulogy for a cattle dog
BOBBY WHITESCARVER
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inter in Swoope. I walk
along the banks of Middle
River on our farm in search
of treasure.
Dexter, our border collie, usually
walks along with me, but he passed on
and I sure miss him. Cold air seeps
through the opening in my collar; the
brown, frozen grass crunches under
my feet. The water in the river is
clear today — that's because there are
no cows in it upstream.
Dexter was one of my heroes. If we
could all be like him: fearless at work,
tireless, always happy to see you,
playful and a great companion. I told
people he was worth 1.5 men and 2.0
husbands. In retrospect, I think he
was worth far more than that. We live
and work on a beef cattle farm with
120 brood cows and their babies — he
was our right arm. I saw him swing
from a bull's tail one time when he
was asked to bring them in.
One of the famous Dexter stories is
when Jeanne asked him to bring all
six bulls in from the "front field." It
was June 1, the day we put the bulls in
with the cows. Dexter, Jeanne and I
walked through the barnyard,
through the field with the round pen
in it to the gate at the southwestern
corner of the front field. She opened
the gate and we walked through.
It was early morning, the grass
was wet with dew and knee high. Dexter was smiling. I think he would rather work cattle than eat or play. His
eyes were on Jeanne, eagerly waiting
for a command.
"On out," she said as she pointed to
the bull furthest away.
All we could see was a small wave
of green grass moving because the
grass was taller than Dexter. The bull
was at the other end of the field, and it
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