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Diminished Species Establishment Cost Share offered by
Virginia Department of Forestry (DOF) provides forest
landowners with financial assistance to establish three
diminished species — American (or hybrid) chestnut, red
spruce and shortleaf pine. Planting diminished species
on suitable sites will improve forest resources for
landowners and the Commonwealth by increasing forest
diversity, resilience and wildlife habitat.

Who is Eligible

Private non-industrial forest landowners may apply,
including individuals, corporations, limited liability
corporations (LLCs) and non-profits. Local governments
may also apply. Landowners who also own primary
wood processing facilities are not eligible. Before
applying, applicants must meet with a DOF forester

to establish objectives, conduct a site assessment

and create a management plan that includes
recommendations for eligible species. Some species are
only suitable in some localities or on specific sites due to
the species natural adaptations.

What Qualifies

Cost share is available for planting within the
parameters provided in the table and sized
appropriately for the landowner to maintain. Minimums
and maximums are set for some species to encourage
the best use of landowner and cost-
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Red Spruce — Red spruce abundance has declined since
1900 due to harvesting practices and habitat loss. It is
suited to colder climates found in only a few counties,
at high elevations, and some drainages. If you own a
suitable site, re-establishing red spruce will help ensure
this native species maintains.a presence in Virginia.
Landowners are encouraged to keep plantings small due
to uncertainty about establishment success.

Shortleaf Pine — Naturally occurring in mixed stands
with hardwoods and occasionally almost pure

stands, forests containing shortleaf pine have mostly
transitioned to hardwood only or been converted to
other pines over many decades. Shortleaf pine remains
a merchantable tree with good wood properties, great
wildlife benefits, and is well adapted to fire.

Rates and acreage limits are outlined below.
Get Started

Interested landowners should contact DOF for
establishment recommendations. To get started, visit
DOF’s “Find a Forester” web page.

share funds. Total cost share may not
exceed 90% of the total project cost or

the per acre rate (see table), whichever
is less. Eligible expenses for cost share

include site preparation, planting and
seedling protection as necessary.

American Chestnut — Once a dominant
tree on the landscape, American

Minimum Maximum
Eligible P i R
igible Reachees 2t Planting Size | Planting Size

American Chestnut $1,800 0.5 acre 1 acre
Establishment

Red Spruce $450 per acre 0.5 acre None
Establishment

Shortleaf Pine $225 per acre 1acre None
Establishment

chestnut is nearly extinct due to a

fungal disease. DOF and partners have been working for
decades to develop trees resistant to the fungus with
American chestnut growth qualities. We are now ready
to cost-share establishment of this species in small
plantings. DOF requests that landowners submit annual
updates on survival and growth of American chestnuts
in their planting. American chestnut may be planted in
about half of Virginia.

| For more information about services or programs
in your area, contact your local VDOF office:
| www.DOF.Virginia.gov
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