
 
 

Resume 
Robert Neal Whitescarver 

 
EDUCATION –  

Master of Public Administration, James Madison University: May 1991 
Bachelor of Science, Agronomy: Virginia Tech: March 1979 

 
ACEDEMIC EXPERIENCE –  

James Madison University, Instructor, ISAT 424, 2009-present, part time 
James Madison University, Instructor, ISAT 677, Fall 2024 
James Madison University, Instructor, PPA 484, Fall 2022 

 
NON-ACEDEMIC EXPERIENCE – Professional 
 

Whiskey Creek Regenerative Farming: Co-owner: Manage two farms (190 
acres) in the Shenandoah Valley producing all-natural food, clean water, clean 
air, wildlife habitat, and renewable energy, 2004 to present. 
 
Whitescarver Natural Resources Management, LLC: President: Watershed 
and wildlife restoration consultant. Advisor to various NGOs and private 
landowners on accelerating the application of Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
on the land to improve water quality, soil health, wildlife habitat, and biota 
diversity. Promote and advise landowners, organizations and units of government 
on land conservation techniques including utility-scale solar and conservation 
easements, 2011 to present, part-time. 
 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), District 
Conservationist, carried out the duties prescribed in federal Farm Bill legislation, 
provided leadership in achieving strategic goals of local Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts and units of government.  Planned, designed and 
supervised the construction of BMPs on working landscapes that improve water 
quality, soil health and wildlife habitat including: contour farming, contour strip 
cropping (3,500 acres), no-till farming, cover crops, rotational grazing systems, 
livestock watering systems including gravity fed, solar, hydraulic ram and 
pressure systems, riparian forest buffers (>600 miles), animal waste control 
facilities, nutrient management, prescribed fire management, tree planting and 
early successional habitat establishment. Developed federal, state, and private 
contracts with landowners that obligated over $1million annually, 2001-2011, 
full-time. 
 
Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, Technical 
Coordinator, Virginia Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program: (On loan 
from NRCS) Trained field office personnel throughout the Commonwealth of 
Virginia in the application of riparian forest buffers, assisted state and federal 
agencies in developing technical procedures for the largest federal conservation 
program in US history, 1999-2000, full time. 
 



 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Team Leader, same 
duties as District Conservationist above, added supervisory responsibilities for 
three other USDA field offices, 1997-1999, full time. 
 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), District 
Conservationist, John Marshall and Headwaters Soil and Water Conservation 
District, 1984-1997, full time. 
 
Project Coordinator, Piedmont Bright Leaf Erosion Control Project, USDA, 
Chase City, VA, responsible for the acceleration of BMPs on cropland in a 14-
county area in Southside Virginia, met with officials at all levels of government to 
solicit financial and technical support, 1982-1984, full time. 
 
Soil Conservationist, USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
Warrenton, VA, 1979-1982, full time. 
 

NON-ACEDEMIC EXPERIENCE – Volunteer 
Trustee, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 2022 to 2024 
Founding board member, Alliance for the Shenandoah Valley, 2020 to present 
Board member, Virginia League of Conservation Voters, Education Fund, 2014 to 

2024 
Board member, The Downstream Project, 2018 to present 
Chairman and founding Board member, Valley Conservation Council – a private  
 land trust, 1998 - 2000 and 1993 - 1995 
Instructor, “Conservation Planner Certification”, USDA, 1997 - 1999 
Instructor, “Effective Presentations and Instruction”, USDA, 2009 - 2011 

 
CERTIFICATIONS -  

Certified Nutrient Management Planner, Commonwealth of VA, Certificate #368 
Certified Prescribed Burn Manager, Commonwealth of Virginia, Certificate #862 
Certified Technical Service Provider, Conservation Reserve Program, USDA 
NRCS, TSP-11-7258 
 

HONORS AND AWARDS -  
 
Elizabeth Cabel Dugdale Award for Meritorious Achievement in Conservation,  

Garden Club of Virginia, 2025 
President’s Purple Star Award, East Campus Hillside Team, JMU 2023 
Provost Award, Excellence in Part-time Teaching, JMU 2018 
Watershed Champion Award, Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay 2016 
Leadership Award, Choose Clean Water Coalition, 2014 
Outstanding Earth Team Employee, Virginia NRCS, 2009 
Exemplary Assistance by An Individual, Virginia Association of Resource 
Conservation and Development Councils, 2007 
Conservationist of the Year, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 2002 
Conservationist of the Year, Southeast Region, USDA Earth Team, 1998 

 
 



 
SERVICE ACTIVITIES -  

JMU Hillside Committee, current 
Research Coordinator, South River Science Team, 2005-2009 

 
PUBLICATIONS - 

Author, Swoope Almanac, Stories of Love, Land, and Water in Virginia’s 
Shenandoah Valley, First place, Outstanding Book, Virginia Outdoors Writers 
Association 
Author, Four Factors That Led to the Defeat of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline 
Author, Bobby’s 7 Principles: Selling Riparian Forest Buffers 

 
 


